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On June 8, in closed-door testimony before the special investigatory commission of the Democratic
Constituent Congress (Congreso Constituyente Democratico, CCD), Army chief Gen. Nicolas
de Bari Hermoza admitted the "possible participation of military troops" in the disappearance
and murder of nine students and a professor last year. The ten were abducted from the Enrique
Guzman y Valle University, known as La Cantuta, July 18, 1992. At the time, the campus was under
the control of Army soldiers. Military involvement in the disappearances was first reported by
opposition congressional representative Henry Pease in early April. Pease's allegations were
subsequently corroborated by Army Gen. Rodolfo Robles in early May (see NotiSur 04/06/93 and
05/14/93, respectively). Hermoza emphasized that the soldiers "acted on their own," not under
orders from their superiors. Hermoza added that, if violations of human rights occurred, they
occurred without his knowledge and thus the Army as an institution was not involved in the case.
The account of Hermoza's testimony was provided by investigatory commission president Roger
Caceres, member of the opposition Workers and Campesino National Front (Frente Nacional de
Trabajadores y Campesinos, FNTC). Caceres said that the commission hopes to secure testimony
from other military leaders, although he declined to provide names. Caceres also criticized the
pro-government majority in the CCD for having approved a request submitted by the military
which bars the commission from calling any of the soldiers or officers directly implicated in the
disappearances to testify. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 06/08/93, 06/16/93; Spanish news service
EFE, 06/09/93, 06/15/93)
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